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Performance Notes

Uttara-Kuru is a duo that has combined traditional Japanese and modern instruments to create a 
new musical feel. Winter Dance is one of their especially pretty pieces; their album notes from 
East Wind say "Our image is of a fantastic night with villagers dancing around a large fire. 
Perhaps it's a view of a remote, still undiscovered world."

Some of the presentational choreography is written into the score. In particular, this rhythm 
occurs in the battery frequently:

It should be rung using controlled backrings on the notes marked BR. To do this well, you'll need to 
bring your bells up to or above shoulder height. This allows the forward and backward rings to be
executed simply by moving the bell more "forward" or "back" as necessary. If your bells are set to 
favor a forward ring strongly, you may want to adjust them. Bass bells should also be rung at or above 
shoulder height to give the impression of the dance!

Now the trick: In the first and second refrains, some of the notes in this pattern are cue notes (have 
smaller noteheads). These are meant to be "ghost notes" - make the motion described above, but 
without allowing a clapper strike (if you get a bit of sound, that's okay, though).

Chimes are combined with 8va bells in the first melody; this creates a sound close to that of that of a
flute. In those passages, the D4 and D5 chimes are played with thumb/finger damps to achieve a 
sound analogous to a thumb damp on a bell; the intent is to mimic the tabla used in the original 
recording. Because of this, some of the chimes are duplicated in the upper treble bell score and the 
chime staff to show how the lines in the music flow.

Happy Ringing!
Larry Sue
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