Prelude and Fugue No. 15 in G Major
from "The Well-Tempered Klavier"
by Johann Sebastian Bach

Arranged for Handbell Sextet
by Larry Sue




Performance Notes
5 Octaves

Handbells Used: 48
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Sometime around 1720, "well-tempering", the tuning of a keyboard instrument was discovered.
Without going into excruciating detail, this meant that it was now possible to play harpsichords and
clavichords - and shortly thereafter, pianos - in every key.

gﬁkb

In 1722, J.S. Bach combined this new technology with his inimitable compositional genius by
writing preludes-and-fugue pairs in each major and each minor key. And as if that wasn't enough, in
1744 he did it again! The two sets of pieces are now known as Book I and Book 2 of "The
Well-Tempered Klavier".

For nearly three centuries, they've been an indispensable part of the classical repertoire. As
instructional works, they provide opportunity to learn the "sense of line" that's essential to great
performance; as performance pieces, they charm and amaze ever after multiple hearings.

The two pieces for a particular key are intended to be played prelude first, fugue second. Invariably,
this results in a beautiful contrast between the impressions created by each piece. Each
prelude-fugue pair is arranged so they can be played back-to-back by the same (two to six) players.

Because of the nature of Baroque music, and the additional complexity injected by transferring it to
handbells, these arrangements have been notated in "open score" format with use of cross-staffing to

show where the musical lines are going; this is particularly true in the fugues.

Prelude No. 15 actually is pretty easy; just make sure that you're always moving toward where you
have to be on the next bell switch!

Fugue No. 15, on the other hand, has some serious challenge to it. The prime recommendation is to
use the maximum speed at which you're able to play the bass runs as a guide to the overall tempo,

and then work to keep the piece running smoothly throughout.

Have patience and persevere - at the end of the path lies a gorgeous performance!

Larry Sue



Prelude No. 15

o ol
oo
oo
o
oo
MY
o[or
o[or
ol
N o
o[
o[
MY
o[
o o)
S S
& )

J L0

A0
J L0

[0
J L0

#

o o
o[or
o[or

N h

o/

o/
o[or

)

o o
o[or
o[or

N

o/

o/
o[or

o/

o
o[or

o1

b .\

Lo NG

o

A

L

Ml D
7

- VI

rax
ol O




o

%)

o

—Jeo &

rax

#

#

#

e

o)
- ——

A
Ml D

- VI

rax
ol O

.‘s.



o

%)

rax

o

¢):

2]
#

#

#

o)

o

o
] [

A
Ml D

rax
ol O




o

%)

&

-
-]

rax
ol O

.
—Jeo &

®—o

#

#

o)
el D

o
] [

A
Ml D

rax
ol O




%)

%)

~

~

- Y]

=)
[ -

o)
el D

10

#

#

rax
hd

—Jeo &

o)




11

-]
L]

%)

rax

- Y]

¢):

12

B
KY o
Ol m S
Ol m
-
MI
" N
[ ] hA\ hA\
o[or
e
MY ol
Ol m
Ol m
ofai MY
N N hA\ hA\
L = vi v = vi v
™ ™
Ko NG NG

1l |
N ad “+
9|
9|
el o
N Chm
Ol m
o Eee
Al |
N ad “+
9|
9|
" o o
) Lon
-\
O m
9| oo
Y favivd N
3 G )




13

%)

9o | J
o o
m-
oo
S
o o
oo
oo
w/ Q Jom
9o | J
o o

rax

- Y]

o)

14

#

E
o o
R oo
oo
oo
oo
9o | J
oo
D
paw
o o
o1
N
oo
oo
N
o/
o/
o)
.\
o NG

oW e

o)
el D

A

- Y]

rax
ol O




'Y
Y o
L}
o Mul
oo
oo
MY ._.
ErN Y
] o
O
M O hAx
8
O
&)
9 )
= S
. O
@) N 2
Ne)
m
- |
~
jm vi v
q ™ ™
NI &

rax

- YA

o)

.'.H

F#6\A6

e

16

[ an)

#

#

[ Y X0

o)
el D

A

o e
i

rax
ol O

-10 -



17

o

%)

rax

Ml D
7

rax

#
hdl OO~ B )

19

18

#

& 6 @ e O 6 -

& & 6

& & & ¢

#

ANV

#

o)
el D

A

- YA

- I YA

rax
ol O

- 11 -



w)
o
o -
4
<>
=
)
=
=~ .
s
E
=
&

]
o[or
N i~y N2 : S
9|
ol
ol
9 I~ N2 : S
MI
MI
9 Nt ||7 N o I~
9|
N i~y N2 : S
MI
MI
i~ 5 i~ y S
9|
i~ i~y N2 : S
o[or
oo
. © . . .
~e O T ~d N 5
o
m
9|
2 | HH y
S o
A
N 9] i~ : N
-~ U -~
3 i e e Lty Y
U\U a0 Q o <Q mw ﬂh ﬂh
N7 N7 N N b )

v v @ &
o/

[

- !_¢

Ea?

AS5/C#6 D6\BS5

ANIV4
1y
W

#

[ Y] (7]

o)
el D

o)

[ B 2D

-12 -



Po o

&

A5/C6

e/ o/ e/ e/

o s

[ %]

10

fe

-]
%)

Yo o F o

rax

ANV

15

@

- 13-

[

13

[ %]

[ %]

12

“

“

“
)—"g o o gergregee

[2d

”

[ fan Y
o)
el D
A
Ml D




18

17

16

il
sl !
' ~
. B . h
i~y I_F i~y ! 9|
AUI_MW L 5
M ! ST
M ~
S [ . uﬂ 9|
MN/ i~y uﬂ/
| | 9|
i b
9|
o1 ~
i . / )
9| n I~ 9|
e
Q 9|
i sl
9|
N} N % o
" dl!
9]
o[ 9|
9] h\nx o[
[ vi e e L v FLva s Ly
N> N X N N

21

20

19

e R
Mul ~
M/ ‘
h y
IJ Chm ]
| - ! o
J K
NG o[ I Chm
)
Y N o
[
|
v oM .‘ o
9[9[ ]
~ M/
On )
oo
. |\
I~ 4 o
oo 9|
Ol m
[ Y 9|
oo Ol m
9|
N o1 oM
O = 9
Ol m
L= 9|
9|
9|
NG NG ) 9
v R v N ™ iy
< a NG -~
.nﬁn 7. nr\\d \\U n. n.

- 14 -



3 \
o/ o]
r Ay
R Om ) ¢'%
ﬂ o™ 9| o[
\ &
s
3 N i
. N
h AY .
[
O \) ~
h\nx | Y »
; I
L=
oe) O (. 3 O
<
e I
On N Qe o
|| 9|
o i~ o
~N
o/ o]
Q ra
99
Q o
i~ 9| %
o |
oo [ %
1 o
~ h\nx |
~N
N e v 18 iy i viva
N N ofo olo
N NG Ty N

27

26

25

’ h
o1 ¢ o] B
9 M B
o™ i~ 9 h\nx
Q
o] B
B
hy
h V i~ h + o™
N FAN
9 o]
9 A o]
e X
T g 9] 9] I~
B
o™ 9| o
9]
9 Lc 9 o
9 NP + 9 “
B
9
EE=
9 | o
(Y B
b oo 9
| 9]
Jyrw
Cn oo
L |
5 B ) o
Ex s
|, o] 9
= vive = = BLvLY . N
N oo oo oo
Aﬁ Jo 9N NYe 3 3

-15-



30

29

28

Do6/F#6 GO6\E6

T A T T

o

[ fan Y

%)

ANV

33

32

31

C6/A5 D6\BS5

oo o o </ o

I\

®

1 D g

#

#

o—.‘f—O%l—o—.jf—-—.‘f—-—

#

j ﬂj 4 44

)
- J

D)
o).

o
- Y]

A
Ml D

& &

rax
ol O

- 16 -



36

35

34

0

(7]

VB el VR

(7]

(7]

[
-

=

o

%)

ol

- I X0

raY
Ml D

- I X0

rax
ol O

=

=

=

=

=

=

—Jeo &

rax

o

39

S &

to te

g &

&
o/

38

*y

o P

b6/G6 CT7\A6

37
o
o

i,

&

E6/C#6 C6\D#6

y 0

& &

#

[ fan Y

#

o)

o

[~ 2 2D
P.N

rax
ol O
Z

-17 -



42

4o

i

»

41

LY

40

o

%)

o)

—Jeo & &

S o
Chm Sn
v ve
. il
LF ol 2 o= h\ﬁ o h\n
"I
"I
¢
- NP o | N N
4
Iy oo en)
olaH
Q
. i I
q
¢ N hé o[ ha ha
q
On On
¢
q o On
¢/ 979
. | i N :
4
. ly A
o[or
o[or
N o N N
U uuﬂ
»
il N
“ NH N N
I = v = v jm v va Y fLuv
g g oo oo
o NG NG NG & ]

- 18 -



ol 3 o
ole L) 99
vy
ul
On ] 99
| 9] o 93]
-
] 9 99
- o H&
oo /e 1Ny ™
4
99
o [
p 3 ﬁuu
‘ i
. . o0
ST A R h M
il
(Y
A
. . . L )
q O_ N N O O
N
q 9 b
]
3
Y
A .
[ Y e 9 N |
A . e
] ] o
10 Ay -
i N hﬂ
© i~ N ¢ or
4
s e ] ELL .5
y y § Jo oo
o N N G N

51

50

49

|
i »
Sl 9] |
L VL
B
N N h
-
B On 5 ~
-l
Bra 5
e ~
p=
) L1 ~
) N i 9) 2
/ T
L X
o~
o~ 9
. e
»d 2 |11 Wul )
-
MI
| T o1
-
I LI |
=
R oo 9| [ Y N
ore | ore
) I~
=
o Chm
[ [
On I~ Uhm
o[ Chm
o[ Chm
oo . Ol m
5
C »
jm vi 18 jm vi v L Y s va va
g o oo
N N N 4] &N

- 19 -



54

F#6/D6 G6\E6 53

52

(Y

4o

A

o

%)

[~ 2 2D

rax
ol O

rax

o)
el D

56

55

! \
oo 9|
9| L |
oo 9|
9 |
e 9] I~ N
oo
oo
R
&L
Ny e N I~ :
q 5 1
q ola| [ )
Sl o o B
oTe e ole B
N 9|
|-
q ® 9]
pitivd
oTe e ole B
! 1 3
ﬁﬂ %.
q [ 9[9)
Sl o o B
oTe oTa Bre B
N 9|
=
N 9|
oTe Bre B
Y X i Fi v vd 1
<N i g oL oL .
w lnm\\ @ ) BN

-20 -



B5\D6 E6/C#6

59

58

57

Fuul _ B
5 5
Pl 9
u.% 5
Qe . .
* 9) N ¢ n 9)
/_”u/ o) u_u
-
9) (Y [
u%
5
9[9)
9[ole K
Al . gl .
[ 1 i~ _ i~y fay
oL »| bR N
N u.% e
kuu/ Sle[] mea
uuﬂ Q o9
_uu/ Y Ot .
MN/ Mﬁ ~eg Iy
B
%I T.r SloT
oo ‘ o
E L
“WI L
oo o
LS |
oo . . .
e o N H.M; N
{ o3 . 99 I
T
¢ Slar 5
f
. 99
i~ [
ole
o ('Y
e
o 5
-l
. . 3
) 5 o N o
-
E Y. e e EL vt - 3
<N N e L AN oo
o NG NG M N

62

61

60

I I
oo
979 9]
F ~e Iy h\nx
oo
Chm o
M/
[ ] 11
~eg B Iy
B
o _¢ o
oo
oo
-l
Ul h N
e
o 9|
M/
EES
] U I N
Q Sm 9] ﬁ
-l
o - A 3
B
N - MMI
oo
CUhw i~ 5 N
e
u% 3l
5 -
bra w B
o y N N o
E E gLy gLy gL v 1y
N N @ 3 &N q

221 -



|
.' q bRAR
S 5
]
[ 9| oo
] ~ g
oo MMI o
] 2 Sl
B o] [ Y
]
L‘ o e
: - 0
" 979 9] Um
° /
Ol m
9|
9|
9|
. M .
y M y
2 N . M
=
= ~
O
< 9)
$
. EeN .
~ b 2 9) NG
o
M
9|
]
q
(Y
q s N ||ﬁ I~
|
9]
9| )
9] N ) ~eg
3
fm v v XN Faviy ] ivivd
N N oL ofo oL
N WY G N

68

67

66

N N N
| ] ol B) o™
9] Ol m
Y
N @
9] . [ 1] |
~ N N Mﬁ/
o/ |
o 5 9]
I~ B [ Y
» 9|
[ r_ 9] » I~
e 9|
~ B 3l o]
9| [ 9|
o 3] o
Y
( 1 Chm 9| |
» 9| 9|
o 5 ] CCm
[ Y N
™~ ] 9 9
I~
! 9| 4 )
» 9|
o 3] o
n |
~ 5 B
I~ B [ Y
~ B 3l
I~ B [ Y
q 5 O3
n 9|
Q
L ) 9) I~
X Y Y ] FLva s
N s s oo oo
o NY G G N

-2



71

70

69

9| I~ 9|
9|
9 o
9|
9|
9 3 N
9|
N N N
.Ul_m o
N N N N
9| 9| 9|
[
9| 9| N
B B iy Ay I
G SN 3 €y 3

74

73

72

& O

i

&

[ oo

#

SMﬂ UBm 9]
m% »
© oo 9]
Suﬁ 9|
J < o] o dd
M| )
oo B B
9 e
(Y B B
o131
3 u 3
a oo h‘)
o3
9 9
B
9 »
M 3
9 ~ | T Y o
[ Y B
9
|
9 [ ) On
' o
N O 9
: X B EL EL v iy
N N NG 7 N €3

_23 .-



77

76

75

o® o

J

.‘s.

Yokl

o

[YE X0

G#5/E5 |F#5\AS

rax
ol O

(7]

F#6/A6 E6\G6

80

79

78

Bra
o] 9|
-l Mdl
o 9|
9 9] o
-l
9 5 M
9] M
ofe] [ )
ol el
_' _' i~ 9|
T NNy FNY
H B
r i~ h i~y
Y
9 o N o
o s 'y FY
N 9[9[ 9] 9|
o™ o]
h
v o[ Chm
o [ )
h 4 — H 8) i~y
Y
o] o
. NNY
™ N
Bra
h v i~ Mﬁ/ i
e =N =N BLvLY oy givi v
N oo oo oo
N N N 4] ) &N

-4 -



o1 ]
9
» o _Q)/ h
9
o[or
[,
¢ N2 y
N -
o Vo)
m
—
Ne)
@)
£ op 9 )
<
\O
@)
H->
On 9
&
< 1 3
-
® 9|
L i i
9|
~ o™
oo
Y g : oy ELS
N N N pu p
N NG Ko e

\ TN
| ol
LN
9[9)
| Uhm
lole
e | N
JI : N
l v
oo ‘ o
o(o[3
ofor
< | |9 N | Ia
%)
cv oo
B H b
olaH
On oo
O[3 N
Qe Oole
9] p Uhm
ore
ol
oiaH
ol
. i ] S
L X X FLviy FLvna v v va
g g e oo oo
o N NG 3 & N

_25.-



85
-]

Bl

%)

ANV

rax

L]

ol O
7

—Jeo &

o)

- 26 -



