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PERFORMANCE NOTES

Mars is a BIG piece of music, not just in length but also in attitude. The 5/4 meter, fast tempo,
minor key and frequent dissonance all work together to paint a picture of war and destruction
as frightening and horrifying as any picture could. If you look at performance notes for the
orchestral version of this piece, the adjectives used most often are “ominous” and “relentless”;
in fact, it is said that Holst instructed that Mars be played as fast and brutally as possible.

The beginning of the piece (measures 1 through 21 in the treble clef and 1 through the first
beat of 23 in the bass) is especially effective if performed on chimes, with malleted bells used
for the rhythmic line; the chimes add that ominous quality that Holst was trying to convey.
Chimes also may be used to double (or replace the lowest notes in) the bass line in measures
94, 106 to 112 and 150 to the end of the piece to add richness and depth to the sound of the
bells. If you choose to use chimes, these are what you’ll need:
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Adding timpani near the end of the piece (starting with a roll on beat 5 of measure 163 and
doubling the low bass to the end) is another effective way to add to the ffff sound and reinforce
the percussive nature of the ending.

The piece was arranged for a bell choir that has access to two sets of bells, so there are several
places in which one bell is doing two very different things. If that is not an option for your
group, leave out the least important notes (e.g., the Gz in measure 106 is more important in the
melody line than in the repetitive rhythm). If you do have the option of duplicate bells, these
are the bells we found to be most useful: Gs, G*s, Cs, Ga, G*4, Cs and Cs.

We think you’ll find that Mars is unlike any other handbell piece that you have ever performed!
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Above the Line Publishing

I HAVE PURCHASED A COPY OF

I AGREE THAT I WILL make only as many copies as I need for my

personal use, as I require for rehearsal, performance, and work with partners,
other performers, or accompanists.

I WILL NOT distribute the master or any copies to anyone who is not
rehearsing or performing the music with me.

I WILL instruct anyone who is rehearsing or performing with me that they may
not distribute copies to anyone, or use these copies to perform with anyone but me.

BECAUSE I HAVE AGREED to the above restrictions, Above the Line

grants me this license o make copies necessary for me and my rehearsal and
performing partners in order to perform this work. If Above the Line is made
aware that I have made more copies than I am licensed to produce, then this
license, and all other licenses from Above the Line will be revoked, and T must
surrender all my copies and Masters to Above the Line.

ACCEPTED AND AGREED:

Signature Date

Name (please print)

Street, City, State, Zip

Phone E-mail

*** Please return this form to
Above the Line Publishing, 468 N. Camden Drive #200, Beverly Hills, CA 90210.
310-859-6115. 310-859-6119fax. www.abovetheline.cc
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