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Dance of the Duchesses
Performance Notes

This short piece was written for the first act of Prokofiev’s ballet Romeo & Juliet. It’s
known and Dance of the Duchesses, or sometimes Dance of the Knights. Either way, it’s
the stately dance done by the nobles at the Capulet party where Romeo sneaks in and first
meets Juliet.

Since then, it’s been used for everything from film scores to car commercials. Although
most people have no idea about its origins, the general public usually recognizes this
piece within the first three measures.

This piece is particularly challenging for handbells because it is, above all, meant to be
powerful — a quality bells don’t usually embody. Because of that, I have arranged it both
above and below the usual 5-6 octave range, in hopes that you will be creative about
supporting your bells with additional, more powerful sounds.

I have not used the usual () and [] to indicate which bells can be omitted. Use your
discretion, in the spirit of this powerful piece, as best you can.

If you can possibly manage it, find a D8 somewhere to complete the top lines. You
won’t need it often, but it does make a difference.

Conversely, unless you can get a huge set of chimes to beef up the bass, let me encourage
you to swing as many buckets as you have, and support the bass octaves with piano,
organ, electric or acoustic bass, or anything else you can come up with that will augment
your power quotient. You can even lose the bass octaves all together and use your other
instrumentation as a replacement, although, in deference to the “magic trick” we all love,
I would hate to see you lose the bass runs in the middle section. Do them. Because you
CAN.

Above all, let me encourage you to forget everything you know about the delicacy of
bells, and POUND this piece with all your strength and confidence. The folks dancing in
Prokofiev’s head when he wrote this are the Arrogant Princes of Padua. Make them
(even more) proud!

Kima
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Above the Line Publishing

I HAVE PURCHASED A COPY OF

I AGREE THAT I WILL make only as many copies as I need for my

personal use, as I require for rehearsal, performance, and work with partners,
other performers, or accompanists.

I WILL NOT distribute the master or any copies to anyone who is not
rehearsing or performing the music with me.

I WILL instruct anyone who is rehearsing or performing with me that they may
not distribute copies to anyone, or use these copies to perform with anyone but me.

BECAUSE I HA VE AGREED to the above restrictions, Above the Line

grants me this license to make copies necessary for me and my rehearsal and
performing partners in order to perform this work. If Above the Line is made
aware that I have made more copies than I am licensed to produce, then this
license, and all other licenses from Above the Line will be revoked, and I must
surrender all my copies and Masters to Above the Line.

ACCEPTED AND AGREED:

Signature Date

Name (please print)

Street, City, State, Zip

Phone E-mail

*** Please return this form to Above the Line Publishing, 468 N. Camden Drive #200,
Beverly Hills, CA 90210. 1-877-DEADRINGER. 888-469-6799fax. www.atlpublishing.com



