Space Suite
Space Suite is a three movement work designed to excite the imagination and tease the senses as ringers and audiences alike explore the depths of the stratosphere. It is composed for 4-5 octaves of bells with optional additional 2nd octaves bells, optional chimes, and optional percussion on movements one and three.  The composition received an “Honorable Mention” in a Bells of the Sound composition contest
1 the Journey

While percussion parts are optional, these parts really do add an important flavor and distinctive ominous quality to the piece.  This is all about mood.  Following a free form introduction, the low C3 enters with mallets at 25 (double an octave higher for 4 octave groups).  This repetitive pattern is what drives the Journey throughout.  After a brief statement of the main theme, it is restated and expanded.  The piece builds to a climax with a triplet pattern that is stacked with fuller harmonies until the final landing on the c minor chord.  Keep the rhythm driving up through the very last chord.
2. the Exploration

The Exploration is a quick venture onto a new planet.  First steps of the explorers can be heard as they enter in measures 3, 5, and 7 with multiple quick entries at 9-10.  At measure 19, the explorers discover a rhythm and move ahead in two groups.  You will hear the two themes individually and then super-imposed on each other near the end. Listen for a constant crescendo throughout, building tension, as the explorers look for new life.  Measures 55-56 may be doubled 1-2 octaves lower as long as the octaves can be played cleanly.  The piece ends (nearly) speechless as a discovery is made. 
3. the Contact

The Contact opens with a celebratory peal at the new discovery.  Again, the explorers find a rhythm as they investigate the new life form and are concerned for their own safety.  Eventually (measure 53), we hear from the Alien…a foreign species and unknown language for sure.  Finally, the explorers board their ship with news of the new life, ready to make the long journey home.  Again, percussion parts really help to ‘seal the deal’ in this movement.  Work towards a clean, crisp, dry sound for the alien (measure 53).  Make a big deal of the ritardando and crescendo towards the end to make it as much of a cinematic moment as possible!

